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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

081626Z 116804/41 

P 081536Z JUN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7704 

CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 2638 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PGOV, CS 

SUBJECT: ODUBER COMMENTS ON VESCO 

1 . PRESIDENT ODUBER PRIVATELY RAISED SUBJECT OF VESCO WITH 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN JUNE 1. ODUBER SAID HE HAS TOLD 
VESCO THAT VESCO MUST LEAVE COSTA RICA, AND THAT HE HAS 
THREE MORE MONTHS TO DO SO. AUGUST, ODUBER SAID, IS PROBABLY 
THE INDICATED DEPARTURE MONTH. 

2. ODUBER TOLD AMBASSADOR TODMAN THAT VESCO HAS DECIDED 
TO GO TO THE U.S. TO FACE CHARGES. THE PLAN IS FOR VESCO 

TO DEPART COSTA RICA AND GO TO THE BAHAMAS FIRST. FROM 
BAHAMAS VESCO WOULD RETURN QUIETLY TO THE U.S. 

3. ODUBER SAID THAT VESCO WOULD NOT GET COSTA RICAN 
CITIZENSHIP. HE STATED THAT THIS IS OUT OF THE QUESTION - 
AT LEAST UNTIL THE CASE IN THE U.S. IS RESOLVED ONE WAY 
OR ANOTHER. 

4. AMBASSADOR TODMAN TOLD ODUBER THAT THE U.S. PLANS 
TO PRESS AHEAD ON EXTRADITION PLANS. 

5. COMMENT: GIVEN DANIEL ODUBEJAJS TRACK RECORD WITH 
US ON VESCO MATTERS, EMBASSY VIEWS HIS PROJECTED AUGUST 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SCENARIO WITH SKEPTICISM. WE WILL NOT BELIEVE IT UNTIL 
WE SEE IT. IN FACT, WHAT ODUBER SAID HAS THE RING OF 
ANOTHER TIME-BUYING SCHEME ON VESCO'S BEHALF. THERE IS 
MUCH AT STAKE IN SUCH A MOVE IN TERMS OF LOCAL FORTUNES 
AND POLITICAL TIES, SOME OF THEM POSSIBLY AFFECTING OR 
INVOLVING ODUBER. AT SAME TIME, HOWEVER, THIS IS FIRST 
HIGH-LEVEL INDICATION WE HAVE RECEIVED THAT ODUBER GOVERN- 
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MENT (AND THE GOVERNMENT PARTY PLN) MIGHT ACTUALLY DO 
SOMETHING TO RID THEMSELVES OF VESCO. (IN LOCAL POLITICAL 
TERMS, VESCO'S DEPARTURE WOULD ROB THE OPPOSITION CAMPAIGN 
OF ITS VESCO-CORRUPTION CENTERPIECE, AND THE AUGUST TIMING 
FOR PLN WOULD BE GOOD FOR THIS PURPOSE.) IN FINAL ANALYSIS, 

EMBASSY STRONGLY OF VIEW THAT USG MUST CONTINUE PREPARATION 
OF ITS EXTRADITION CASE AND MOVE SOONEST. WE SIMPLY CANNOT 
AFFORD TO DELAY ACTION WHILE WE WAIT TO SEE IF ODUBER'S 
PREDICTION OF HOW THINGS WILL DEVELOP IS CORRECT. 

KIT .DAY 
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